UNIVERSITY OF

CALGARY DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

Faculty of Arts

Psychology650A Research Seminar in Clinical Psychology
Instructor: Dr. Joshua Madsen Lecture Location: ENA 233
Phone: 403-210-7994 Lecture Days/Time: Alternate Wednesdays,
12:00-1:50, beginning
September 13t
Email: jmadsen@ucalgary.ca
Office: EDC 281M

Office Hours: By Appointment

Course Description and Goals: This course is required in years 1 and 2 of the M.Sc. program and has
rotating content. This course has two objectives. First, to assist students with their professional
development, and to provide them with information and advice for success as a clinical psychology
trainee. Second, to help students develop their clinical research skills, including their grasp of issues
related toresearch design and methodology. Specific course objectives include: (1) allowing students to
share and develop their own research ideas and plans, (2) developing and enhancing skills in critical
thinking and integrating research findings, (3) developing oral and visual presentation skills, and (4)
providing exposure to selected research-related professional issues.

Students are required to present their own research at the formulation and design stages and to provide
constructive feedback to their peersregarding their research proposals. The seminar includes lectures,
student presentations, article critiques, and discussion. Your active involvement and participation are
central to the success of this course. Lively, thoughtful discussions will make the class more interesting
and enjoyable for all so your efforts to participate will pay off.

Required Text: Kazdin, A. E. (2016). Research design in clinical psychology (5" ed.). Boston: Pearson. This
textisavailableinthe bookstore. Otherreadings will be assigned.

Evaluation: This year-long course meets fortwo hours biweekly. The grading criteriaare as follows:

Article critique exercise — (25%) — essay format, content from text/readings/lecture
Research presentation— (25%)
Attendance and class participation - (50%)

Attendance at each class, participationin discussion, and acce ptable completion of presentations and
assignments are mandatory to receivecredit forthis course. Studentsmust make every effortto attend all
sessions,and must confer with the instructorin advance if they find theymust miss aclass.



Article critique. Periodically students willworkin class in smallgroups to critique an article on theoretical,
methodological, and statistical grounds, suggesting alternative strategies where possibletoimprove the
research. The course readings will help you build your research evaluation skills. In particular, articles
should be read with reference to Kazdin (2016) and the CONSORT and TREND guidelines. Ask yourself,
doesthisarticle meetthe “gold standard” forclinical research as outlinedin these sources? Keepin mind
that itis important to note strengths as well as weaknesses of the research. Students may be asked to
present their critiques in class.

Research presentation. Students will each make a 45-minute presentation on their thesis research,
followingthe outline below. Class members who are not presenting in a given class are expected to ask

questions and provide constructive feedback on the project.

Grading Scale

A+ 96-100% B+ 80-84% C+ 67-71% D+ 54-58%
A 90-95% B 76-79% C 63-66% D 50-53%
A- 85-89% B- 72-75% C- 59-62% F 0-49%

As stated in the University Calendar, it is at the instructor’s discretion to round off either upward or
downwardtodetermine afinal grade whenthe average of term work and final examinations is between
two lettergrades. Todetermine final letter grades, final percentage grades will be rounded up or down
to the nearestwhole percentage (e.g., 89.5% will be rounded up to 90% = A, but 89.4% will be rounded
down to 89% = A-).

Date Topic Readings
Sep 13 Introduction to course
Sep 27 Knowledge Translation Bauer, M.S., Damschroder, L., Hagedorn, H., Smith, J., & Kilbourne, A.M. (2015).

Guest Speaker:
Kelly Mrklas

KT Implementation
Scientist
AlbertaHealth Services

An introduction to implementation science for the non-specialist. BMC
Psychology, 3:32.

Graham,1.D., Logan, J., Harrison, M.B., Straus, S.E., Tetroe, J., Caswell, W., &
Robinson, N.(2006). Lostin knowledge translation: Time fora map? The Journal
of Continuing Education in the Health Professions, 26, 13-24.

Graham,1.D., Tetroe, J., etal. (2007). Some theoretical underpinnings of
knowledge translation. Academic Emergency Medicine, 14,936-941.

Helpful websites:

Canadian Institutes of Health Research
http://www.dhr.ca/e/29418.html
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/documents/kt Im_ktplan-en.pdf



http://www.cihr.ca/e/29418.html
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/documents/kt_lm_ktplan-en.pdf

Oct 11 Community Based Flicker,S., Travers, R., Guta, A.,, McDonald, S., & Meagher, A. (2007). Ethical
15t half Participatory Research dilemmasincommunity-based participatoryresearch: recommendations
forinstitutional review boards. Journal of Urban Health: Bulletiin of the New
York Academy of Medicine, 84, 478-493.
Guest Speaker:
Adam Murry Maiter, S., Simich, L., Jacobson, N., & Wise, J. (2008). Reciprocity: an ethic
forcommunity based participatory action research. Action Research, 6, 305-
325.
Wallerstein, N.B., & Duran, B. (2006). Using community-based participatory
research to address health disparities. Health Promotion Practice, 7, 312-
323. (Dr. Murry indicated this may be of broadest interest)
Optional:
Poupart, )., Baker, L., & Red Horse, J. (2009). Research with American Indian
communities: the value ofauthentic partnerships. Children and Youth
Services, 31, 1180-1186.
Sahota, P.C. (2010). Community-based participatory research in American
Indianand Alaska Native communities. NCAI Policy Research Center.
Oct 11 EconomicAnalyses of Carlson, L.E., & Bultz, B.D.(2004). Efficacy and medical cost offset of
ond half Psychosocial Interventions psychosocial interventions in cancer care: makingthe case for economic
analyses. Psycho-Oncology, 13, 837-849.
Oct 25 Patient-Oriented Ghisoni, M., Wilson, C.A., Morgan, K., Edwards, B., Simon, N., Langley, E., et al.
Research (2017). Priority settinginresearch: User led mentalhealth research. Research
Involvement and Engagement. 3(1):4.
Guest Speaker: Kelly,S., Lafortune, L., Hart, N., Cowan, K., Fenton, M., & Brayne, C. (2015).
Merilee Brockway Dementia priority setting partnership with the James Lind Alliance: Using
patientand publicinvolvement andthe evidence base to inform the research
agenda. Age and Ageing, 44, 985-993.
Sacristan, J.A. (2013). Patient-centered medicine and patient-oriented
research: Improving health outcomes for individual patients. BMC Medical
Informatics and Decision Making, 13(1):6.
Nov 8 Qualitative Research KazdinCh.9

Guest Speaker:
Hank Stam

Antakietal. (2003). Discourse analysis means doing analysis.
http://extra.shu.ac.uk/daol/articles/vl/n1/al/antaki2002002.html

Whatis groundedtheory?
http://www.groundedtheoryonline.com/what-is-grounded-theory

Smith and Osborn, Intrepretative Phenomenological Analysis,
http://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-
binaries/17418 04 Smith 2e Ch 04.pdf



http://extra.shu.ac.uk/daol/articles/v1/n1/a1/antaki2002002.html
http://www.groundedtheoryonline.com/what-is-grounded-theory
http://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/17418_04_Smith_2e_Ch_04.pdf
http://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/17418_04_Smith_2e_Ch_04.pdf

Nov 22 Single Case Experimental & | Kazdinch.8
Case Series Designs
Jacob, M., Keeley, M.L, Ritschel, L, & Craighead, W.E. (2013). Be havioural
Guest Sgeaker: activation forthe treatment oflow-income, African American adolescents
Lianne Tomfohr-Madsen with majordepressive disorder: a case series, Clinical Psychology and
Psychotherapy, 20, 87-96.
Dec6 Article evaluationinclass Article to be distributed in advance, followed by article to be
evaluated as written assignment
Jan10 Research presentations—
M.Sc. I
Jan24 Research presentations —
M.Sc. I
Feb7 Research presentations —
M.Sc. Il
Feb28 Research presentations—
M.Sc. |
Mar 7 Research presentations—
M.Sc. |
Mar 21 Research presentations—
M.Sc. |
Apréd Research presentations—

M.Sc. |




Important dates

[Fall 2017]
TSep6 Lecture begins.
F Sep 22 Last day to drop full courses (Multi-term) and Fall Term half courses.
No refundsforfull courses (Multi-term) or Fall Term half courses afterthis date.
M Sep 25 Last day to add or swap full courses (Multi-term) and Fall Term half courses. Last day for

change of registration from audit to credit or credit to audit.

Nov10-13 Reading Days. No lectures.

F Dec8 Fall Term Lectures End. Last day to withdraw with permission from Fall Term half
courses.

Reappraisal of Grades

A studentwhofeelsthatapiece of graded term work (e.g., term paper, essay, test) has been unfairly
graded, may have the work re-graded as follows. The student shalldiscuss the work with the instructor
within 15 days of being notified about the mark or of the item's return to the class; no reappraisal of term
workis permitted afterthe 15 days. If not satisfied, the student shall immediately take the matterto the
Head of the department offering the course, who will arrange forareassessment of the work within the
next 15 days. The reappraisal of term work may cause the grade to be raised, lowered, ortoremain the
same. Ifthe studentis not satisfied with the decision and wishes to appeal, the student shall address a
letter of appeal to the Dean of the faculty offering the course within 15 days of the unfavourable decision.
In the letter, the student must clearly and fully state the decision being appealed, the grounds forappeal,
and the remedies being sought, along with any special circumstances that warrantan appeal of the
reappraisal. The student should include as much written documentation as possible.

Plagiarism and Other Academic Misconduct

Intellectual honesty isthe cornerstone of the development and acquisition of knowledge and requires that
the contribution of others be acknowledged. Consequently, plagiarism or cheating on any assignmentis
regarded as an extremely serious academic offense. Plagiarism involves submitting or presentingworkina
course as ifit were the student's own work done expressly forthat particular course when, in fact, itis not.
Students should examine sections of the University Calendarthat present a Statement of Intellectual
honesty and definitions and penalties associated with Plagiarism/Cheating/Other Academic Misconduct.

Academic Accommodation

It isthe student’s responsibility to request academicaccommodations. If you are a student witha
documented disability who may require academicaccommodation and have not registered with the
Disability Resource Centre, please contact their office at 403-220-8237. Studentswho have notregistered
with the Disability Resource Centre are noteligibleforformal academicaccommodation. You are also
requiredtodiscuss yourneeds with yourinstructor no laterthan 14 days afterthe start of this course.

Absence From A Test/Exam

Makeup tests/exams are NOT an option without an official University medical excuse (seethe University
Calendar). Acompleted Physician/Counselor Statement will be required to confirm absence froma
test/exam for health reasons; the student will be required to pay any cost associated with this Statement.
Students who miss a test/exam have up to 48 hoursto contact the instructorand to schedule amakeup
test/exam. Students who do not schedule a makeup test/exam with the instructor within this 48-hour
period forfeitthe rightto a makeup test/exam. Atthe instructor’s discretion, amakeup test/exam may
differsignificantly (in form and/or content) from aregularly scheduled test/exam. Except in extenuating
circumstances (documented by an official University medical excuse), amakeup test/exam must be written
within 2 weeks of the missed test/exam during exam make-up hours provided by the department



http://psychology.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate/exam-and-course-informationf#fmues.

Travel During Exams

Consistent with University regulations, students are expected to be available to write scheduled exams at
any time duringthe official December and April examination periods. Requests to write a make-up exam
because of conflicting travel plans (e.g., flight bookings) will NOT be considered by the department.
Students are advised to wait until the final examination schedule is posted before making any travel
arrangements. If a studentcannot make write theirfinal exam onthe date assigned by the Registrar’s
Office, they need toapplyforadeferred exam. Underno circumstances will this be accommodated by the
department.

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act

The FOIP legislation disallows the practice of having student's retrieve tests and assignments froma public
place. Therefore, testsand assignments may be returned to students during class/lab, or during office
hours, or via the Department Office (Admin 275), or will be made available only forviewing during exam
review sessions scheduled by the Department. Tests and assignments will be shredded after one year.
Instructors should take care to not link students’ names with their grades, UCIDs, or other FOIP-sensitive
information.

Evacuation Assembly Point

In case of an emergency evacuation duringclass, students must gatherat the designated assembly point
nearesttothe classroom. The list of assembly pointsisfound at
http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints

Please check this websiteand note the nearest assembly pointforthis course.

Student Ombudsman’s Office

The Office of the Student Ombuds providesindependent, impartial and confidential support for students
who require assistance and advice inaddressingissues and concerns related to theiracademiccareers. The
office can be reached at 403-220-6420 or ombuds@ucalgary.ca(http://www.ucalgary.ca/ombuds/).

Safewalk

The Safewalk program provides volunteers to walk students safely to their destination anywhere on
campus. Thisservice is free and available 24 hrs/day, 365 days a year. Call 403-220-5333 or send an e-mail
to safewalk.request@ucalgary.cato requestawalk (https://www.ucalgary.ca/security/safewalk).

Important Dates

The last day to drop this course with no “W” notation and still receiveatuitionfee refundis September 22,
2017. Last day for registration/change of registration is September 25,2017. The lastday to withdraw
from this course is December 8, 2017.


http://psychology.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate/exam-and-course-information#mues

Outline for Student Research Presentations

Whenyou present the design of your thesis research, include adiscussion of each the following areas, in
roughlythe order presented. The basicideais that you will lead the audience logically through the
planning of yourthesisandits proposed execution. Depending at what pointin the semesteryou are
presenting, it’s understood that you may not have every detail of your study determined. You may also
have some unresolved issues for which you would welcome some discussion and constructiveinput. If
so, it is good practice to begin your presentation with a brief summary of your questions so that the
audience canreflectonthemasyouspeak. Presentations should be 45 minutesinlength, withtime at
the end for discussion. Pleaseleave sometime (5-10 minutes)for questions atthe end. Students are
expectedto ask questions and provide constructive feedbackon the project.

Outline for Student Research Presentations

1. Title of project; supervisor; committee members; date of pro-seminar

2. Background—What research, publishedorunpublished, led up to this project? What concepts
do we need to know to understand what you are studying?

3. Study question/key hypotheses

4. Rationale—Why s thisstudyimportant? Why should we care aboutit? How does this study
extendtheory and/orourknowledge base?

5. Methods—Samplesize, description; how issample being ascertained? Procedure? Data analytic
approach?

6. Status of the research project—If you have not already, when do you anticipate startingand
completing data collection?

7. Results and conclusions—Preliminary orfinal.

8. Methodological challenges—What weaknesses or limitationsof this study can you identify? To
whatextentdoesitordoesit not meetthe “gold standard?”

9. What are some things you have learnedin designing this study? What might you do similarly
and differentlyin designingand implementing your next project?

10. Pendingsuccessful completion of this study, what direction should this research take?

11. Knowledge translation strategies (see http://www.cihr.ca/e/29418.html)

The criteriafor marking your presentation are as follows (weight of each criterion will depend on the
stage of your research):

¢+ Organizationand clarity of content

v Knowledge of the extant literatureand your study as an extension of this line of research

v Your ability to demonstrate the significance of the research and the rationaleforyourstudy

v Critical evaluation of your methodology (strengths and weaknesses) and suggestions for
improvement (in anideal worldwith vast resources of time and money)!

v Yourideasforfuture research and knowledge translation strategies

v Your ability to address questions and comments


http://www.cihr.ca/e/29418.html

Tips for Making Effective PowerPoint Presentations

1. Use theslide masterfeatureto create aconsistentand simple design template. Itis fine to vary
the content presentation(i.e., bulleted list, 2-column text, text & image), but be consistent with other
elements such as font, colors, and background.

2. Simplify and limitthe number of words on each screen. Use key phrasesand include only essential
information.

3. Limitpunctuationandavoid puttingwordsin all capitalletters. Empty space on the slide will
enhance readability.

4,  Use contrasting colors fortextand background. Dark texton a light backgroundis best. Patterned
backgrounds can reduce readability of text.

5. Avoidthe use of flashy transitions such as text fly-ins. These features may seemimpressive at first,
but are distractingand get old quickly.

6. Overuse of special effects such as animation and sounds may make your presentation "cutesy" and
could negatively impactyour credibility.

7. Use good quality images that reinforceand complement your message. Ensure that yourimages
maintaintheirimpactand resolution when projected on alargerscreen.

8. Limitthe numberofslides. Presenters who constantly "flip" to the nextslideare likely to lose their
audience. Agoodrule of thumbisone slide per minute.

9. Know how to and practice moving forward AND backward within your presentation. Audiences
often asktosee the previous screen again.

10. If possible, view yourslides onthe screenyou'll be using foryour presentation. Make sure they
are readable from the back-row seats. Text and graphics should be large enough toread, butnot so
large as to appear"loud."

11. Do notread fromyourslides. The content of yourslidesis forthe audience, not forthe presenter.

12. Do notspeaktoyourslides. Many presenters face the direction of their presentation ratherthan
theiraudience.

13. Neverapologizeforanythinginyour presentation. If you believe something will be hard to read
orunderstand, don'tuseit.

14.  When possible, runyour presentation from the hard disk ratherthan aflash drive. Runningfroma
flash drive may slow your presentation.

These tips and suggestions came from Susan Allison, Communication Technologies Branch, Office of
Communications, National Cancer Institute.
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